Legal Aid Story 

Local attorney Jerry Prall more than understands the need for an agency such as Legal Aid in the Columbus community. 

Legal Aid provides free legal counsel to residents of Bartholomew County, who otherwise would have no legal representation in court. 

Prall has been volunteering with Legal Aid ever since he joined his current firm of Jewell, Crump, Angermeier, & Prall. “When I became an associate I took my share of the cases my firm would get,” Prall said. Prall volunteers between 70-80 hours annually with Legal Aid. 

Recently, Prall just finished a Legal Aid case, which he had been working on for close to a year. Prall’s client was a soldier who was in jeopardy of loosing his “parenting time” due to the fact that he was suffering from emotional and physical issues. 

After three hearings, and over 30 hours of meetings Prall’s client walked away with an increased amount of parenting time. “He was very relieved because at a certain point he was wondering if he would be able to visit with his children at all,” Prall said. 

Prall views his service to Legal Aid as an obligation he has to those who cannot afford legal counsel within the Columbus community. “The idea of Legal Aid is to put your client at equal footing with the other side,” Prall said. 

